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in the good graces and favours of the palace, and felt like a
tradesman who sees an opposition shop opening across the
way; hence he prudently desired to see us as far off as pos
sible, and to this effect spared neither suggestion nor calumny.

Not long had the Peshasvuree quitted us, when another and
a very different but even more dangerous agent presented
himself at our door, with an air bespeaking authority, varnished
over by studied meekness, and a downcast eye ever prying to
observe unobserved. It was a " Meddey'yee," or " Zelator,"
one of the secret council and intimate organization of the Ri'ad
government.

But considering that my readers are perhaps not sufficiently
acquainted with these functionaries, it will be best here to give
a slight digression regarding the first origin, the character, and
the progress of the "Meddey'yee" institution, and of those who
compose it This will throw more light than anything yet said
on the Wahhabee organization, of which the Meddey'yees are,
in fact, the mainspring and directors.

Their institution, at least in its present form, is by no means
of ancient date; it belongs to the present reign, and is due to
recent events. In the year 1854 or 1855, for precise accuracy
of chronology in these countries is utterly hopeless, the world-
wide visitation of the cholera, after travelling over the more
important and thickly-peopled lands and kingdoms of the East,
bethought itself of Central Arabia, hitherto, it might seem, for-
gotten or neglected by that scourge in the midst of more urgent
occupations. Crossing the desert from the west, it fell on
Nejed like a thunderbolt, and began its usual ravages, with a
success totally unchecked, my readers may well imagine, by
any preventive or curative measures. The upper mountain
district of Sedeyr alone escaped; the lower provinces of Yema-
mah, Hareefe, Woshem, and Dowasir suffered fearfully, and the
'Aared itself was one of the most severely treated. The capital,
lying in a damp valley, and close-built, was depopulated; a
third of its inhabitants are said to have perished within a few
weeks j among the victims were some members of the royal
family, and many others of aristocratic descent.

Now, so it was, that for some years previous, relaxation in

religious and sectarian peculiarities had been introducing itself

' into Wad ; prosperity, and yet more the preceding Egyptian